FIRST OVER EVEREST
Before laying out the fuel supplies, the requisite type had to
be decided, and to this end, die advice of die Shell Anglo-
Persian Oil groups, and engineering experts of the Bristol
Aeroplane Company was obtained. The next step centred on the
quantities of fuel and oil required for each halting-place and at
die base, these being provided in die most efficient manner by
the Shell Company and Wakefield's respectively.
The base at Purnea had already been selected by Blacker and
Etherton. The Public Works Department took the necessary
steps to prepare the aerodrome, which we found admirably
adapted to our requirements. Etherton and Blacker had gained
touch as related elsewhere, with our generous host, the Maha-
raja of Darbhanga. The R.A.F. authorities in India lent some
small hangars and provided for their erection with certain other
essential aerodrome gear. The local authorities took the matter
so well in hand that on arrival we found the aerodrome com-
plete with huts and hangars. Mr. Came, the District Engineer,
and Mr, Dain, the Commissioner, were responsible for these
efficient arrangements.
The selection of the remaining personnel was an easy matter,
as everyone was anxious to join and die Royal Air Force in
India had agreed to loan a reserve pilot-—Flying Officer R. C.
W. Ellison, together with the ground personnel—six other
ranks in all—required, and in addition two ground engineers,
Burnard and Pitt we had from Westland's and Bristol's. Clydes-
dale was now our chief pilot and after sifting all other claims
Mclntyre, a member of his squadron, was nominated second
pilot. We had always heard that Scotsmen were thorough and
determined, and any doubts we may have had as to its truth
were soon dispelled.
A medical officer, Captain Bennett, was lent to the expedi-
tion by the Director-General of Medical Services in India,
an ideal man for the work. The cinematograph party were
headed by Geoffrey Barkas, as Director, with Bonnett and
Fisher as the cinematographers. The others did the "shoot-
ing" of pictures on the ground, and superintended the technical
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